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IN COUNSEL with

WOMEN

Meeting of the Board of Directors
October 8 2025
8am

Present: Annemarie Grassi Amefia, Teresa Metcalf Beasley, Bethany Bryant, Rita Carroll, Lisa Codispoti, Kelly
Hancock, Ramona Hood, Kate Hubben, Yvette Ittu, Lori Kalic, Rachel Talton, Julie Tutkovics, Sharon Van Zeeland,
Gina Vernaci, Felicia Williams, Lorna Wisham Absent: Joan Allgood, Carrie Carpenter, Carolyn Cheverine, Mary
Kim Elkins, Jessica McCoy, Elizabeth Newman, Kristen DW Morris, Jill Rizika

The Meeting was called to order at 8:01am. A motion was made to approve the minutes of the July 9 2025 meeting
by Bethany Bryant. The motion was seconded by Rita Carroll. Action: a vote was taken to approve the minutes.
Decision: Minutes approved.

Chair Report: Yvette Ittu introduced new ICWW Board members Annemarie Amefia, Carrie Carpenter, Lori Kalic,
Gina Vernaci and welcomed them.

Finance Report: Bethany Bryant reported for Carolyn Cheverine in her absence. Three months into the fiscal year
we have collected a full year of dues and are slightly under budget but running ahead on expenses due to timing
differences that will even out over the next couple of months. The Finance Committee is considering delaying
taking a withdrawal from Schwab until later in the fiscal year as we are sufficient in cash at this time. The Retreat is
October 9-10. We will likely come out ahead on the revenue side thanks to sponsorships and keeping expenses
low. A discussion was held about choosing an alternate venue for the Annual Meeting/Summer Reception location
due to price increases. Possible locations: Midtown Collaboration Center, Key Tower, Great Lakes Science Center,
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. It was noted that the location should be neutral, not a business location with
competing service members. Beth McCreary and a newly formed subcommittee of Annemarie Grassi Amefia, Kate
Hubben and Lorna Wisham will explore options for a new location and make a recommendation at next BOD
meeting.

Membership Engagement Report: Felicia Williams reported. Elizabeth and Felicia are meeting in the week of
October 13 to discuss the upcoming year of events. A committee meeting has subsequently been scheduled for
January 14. Beth shared the list of upcoming events.

Membership Selection Report: Ramona Hood reported. The committee has reviewed the calendar and mapped
out 2026 dates. The call for nominations will be sent to members on January 5. Ramona scheduled two Nominator
Q&A opportunities (morning and evening) instead of just one. She plans to speak with previous nominators to get
their perspectives on the process. The question of who many non-renewing members are was raised. Generally
non-renewals have been those who have retired, moved away from the area, or are more senior members.

Communications Report: Julie Tutkovics reported. No report.

Retreat Report: Beth McCreary gave a brief update on the upcoming retreat (Oct 9-10). 35 people signed up after 5
cancellations, slightly smaller than previous years. Kate Hubben reminded everyone about the scavenger hunt
and to download the Goose Chase app if they are attending.

Other Business: None. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30am.



