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ICWW UPDATE 
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS –  MAY 2022                    

 

Message from the Chair 
Greetings! I want to express my appreciation to our committee chairs and our executive administrator, Beth, who all 

keep the business of In Counsel with Women well in hand.  As we head into the summer months, I am excited about all 

the opportunities to build our relationships and form new “connections that matter”.  From the Wicked Wednesdays, to 

the In-Home Dinners, to the fun and informative programs, the calendar of events is busy. If you have any ideas, please 

do not hesitate to pass them along to the Membership Engagement Committee, co-led by Debbie Berry and Elizabeth 

Newman, or Beth.  As our Membership Selection committee wraps up their annual process, I want to thank them for 

their time and energy. The other committees- Communications, Nominating and Governance and Finance- all deserve 

credit as well for their contributions to our organization.  Once again, I encourage anyone who wishes to know ICWW 

better to please reach out to Yvette Ittu, or me, anytime to volunteer to serve on a committee or the board.  Finally, 

please mark your calendars for August 17 for our annual meeting, a wonderful chance to mingle and welcome our new 

members!  

Yours, 

Natalie 

ICWW Welcomes New Members 

Theresa S. Carter  
President, Synthomer Foundation 
Synthomer 
 

Shelly Cayette 
EVP, Chief Commercial Officer 
Cleveland Cavaliers 
 

Lisa Codispoti  
Chief Operating & People Officer 
The Cleveland Museum of Art 
 

Kelly Falcone-Hall 
CEO, Western Reserve Historical Society 
 
Mara Kamat 
Head of Human Resources, VP 
Great Lakes Cheese 
 
Tracy Lindberg 
Assurance Partner, EY 

Tania Menesse 
President & CEO 
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress 
 

Tari Rivera 
President & Founder 
Regency Construction Services 
 
Robin Rowell 
President & COO Richmond & Bedford Medical 
Centers 
University Hospitals  
 
Kristin Tull 
President, Pradco 
 
Sonali Wilson 
General Counsel, Board Secretary 
Cleveland State University
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Member News 

Crain’s Cleveland Business “Women of Note” Honorees includes six ICWW Members: Link Here 

April Miller Boise, executive vice president & general counsel, Eaton Corporation; Habeebah Rasheed 

Grimes, CEO, Positive Education Program; Yvette Ittu, president, Cleveland Development Advisors; 

Carey Jaros, CEO, GOJO Industries; Tania Menesse, president & CEO, Cleveland Neighborhood Progress; 

Erika Rudin-Luria, president, Jewish Federation of Cleveland 

Jodi Berg, currently president & CEO of Vita Mix, will retire on September 30, 2022. She writes, After a 

wonderful career spanning almost 30 years at Vitamix with more than a decade as President and CEO, I will be retiring 

September 30, 2022. The timing is right for the company and for me personally. Vitamix is in a very strong financial 

position, poised for its next generation of strategic growth. Effective May 31, I will assume the role of executive advisor to 

assist in the leadership transition as Steve Laserson, Vitamix’s Chief Commercial Officer, will succeed me as CEO, the first 

from outside the company’s founding family.   

Debbie Berry has joined Greater Cleveland Partnership as senior vice president, major projects & real estate 

development as of March 21, 2022. She was previously vice president, planning & real estate development at 

University Circle Inc. 

Denise Carkhuff, partner & head of private equity business development at Jones Day was featured in the  

2022 Crain’s Cleveland Business “Notables in Law”. Link Here 

Robin Davenport, vice president corporate finance at Parker Hannifin, has announced her retirement 

effective December 31, 2022 after 19 years with Parker.  Link Here 

Heidi Friedman, partner at Thompson Hine, received the ORT America Ohio Jurisprudence Award.  Link Here 

and Link Here 

Yvette Ittu, president & CEO of Cleveland Development Advisors, received NAIOP’s President Award for her 

continued commitment and impact in the Greater Cleveland area: Link Here 

Celeste Mastin, formerly CEO of Petrochoice Lubrication Solutions, has been named chief operating officer 

& executive vice president at H.B. Fuller Link Here 

Sondra Miller, president & CEO of the Rape Crisis Center of Cleveland,  Rosanne Potter, senior vice 

president & CFO of the Cleveland Foundation,  & Renee Richard, general counsel & vice president of 

Cuyahoga Community College,  were named 2022 YWCA Women of Achievement: Link Here 

Regina Sacha-Ujczo is a freelance equestrian writer. Her latest feature, “Dare to Dream!” - (OBX - Small Ohio 
Breeding Farm Achieves National Acclaim!) was recently published in the 2022 Edition of The Ohio 

Equestrian Directory (OED). Link Here  

https://www.crainscleveland.com/women-note/congratulations-2022-women-note
https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/2022-notables-law
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2022/05/03/2435122/0/en/Parker-Announces-Retirement-of-Vice-President-Corporate-Finance-Robin-J-Davenport.html
mailto:ldeacon@deaconschrysler.com
mailto:ldeacon@deaconschrysler.com
https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/news/local_news/friedman-wild-named-ort-america-ohio-region-jurisprudence-award-winners/article_2d5a94ce-9659-11ec-9481-2b744c1afca1.html
https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/news/local_news/friedman-wild-named-ort-america-ohio-region-jurisprudence-award-winners/article_2d5a94ce-9659-11ec-9481-2b744c1afca1.html
https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/news/local_news/friedman-wild-named-ort-america-ohio-region-jurisprudence-award-winners/article_2d5a94ce-9659-11ec-9481-2b744c1afca1.html
https://ortamerica.org/regions/ohio-region/event/jurisprudence-awards/
https://twitter.com/cledevadvisors
https://newsroom.hbfuller.com/press-releases/press-release-details/2022/H.B.-Fuller-Names-Celeste-Mastin-as-Executive-Vice-President-and-Chief-Operating-Officer/default.aspx
https://www.ywcaofcleveland.org/empower-women/women-of-achievement/
https://www.ohioequestriandirectory.com/
https://www.ohioequestriandirectory.com/
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Member News Continued… 

Renee Richard, general counsel & vice president, Cuyahoga Community College, was named “Black 

Professional of the Year” by the Black Professional Association Charitable Foundation: Link Here 

Rachel Talton, founder & CEO of Synergy International Limited Inc., was on the cover of CEO Magazine.  

Rachel was also appointed to the Board of Tori Soudan Link Here 

Corporate Board Updates 

A subgroup of our membership seeks to expand the influence of our members through service on 

corporate boards (publicly traded, privately owned, PE or VC backed).  

Preparing, connecting and supporting  our members who serve or aspire to serve on corporate boards will: 

• Provide a rewarding opportunity for members 
• Create value for the companies they serve  
• Increase the number of talented women serving on boards, and  
• Contribute to an inclusive tone at the top, corporate culture and policies 

Congratulations to Rachel Talton on her recent appointment to the Tori Soudan board (privately owned)!   

If you've recently joined a new corporate board, please let us know so we can share the good news with our 

members in the next newsletter. 

Our powerful member network is our greatest asset in this initiative.  Whether you are personally interested 

in serving on a corporate board or not, you can help: 

• Make introductions to CEOs, board members and recruiters in your network; invite fellow members to 
networking events  

• If you speak to a search professional about your own board or career interests, let them know you 
have access to an amazing network of board experienced/ qualified women 

• Refer members for board opportunities or share those opportunities with our membership 
• Share helpful resources and information from the many organizations dedicated to excellence in 

governance  

For those serving or aspiring to serve, please provide Beth with a copy of your current board bio in .pdf. and 

don't forget to list your corporate board affiliations in the appropriate section of your ICWW profile. If you 

serve, aspire to serve, support those that do, or just want to stay informed, you can opt in to our subgroup 

emails by contacting Beth. 

https://www.tri-c.edu/news-and-events/news/tri-c-general-counsel-named-2022-black-professional-of-the-year.html
https://www.tri-c.edu/news-and-events/news/tri-c-general-counsel-named-2022-black-professional-of-the-year.html
https://www.tri-c.edu/news-and-events/news/tri-c-general-counsel-named-2022-black-professional-of-the-year.html
https://www.torisoudan.com/
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Front: Maryann Correnti, Shirley 

Stineman, Sue Tyler, Carolyn Cheverine 

Back: Cathy Kilbane, Jill Rizika, Rita 

Brauneck, Elizabeth Newman, Linda 

Bluso, Megan O’Bryan, Debbie Berry 

ICWW UPDATE 
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS –  MAY 2022 

Upcoming Events 

May: 

19 – Special Topic Forum “So You Want to Write a book?” Link Here 

June: 

15 – Wicked Wednesday hosted by Mary Kim Elkins & Lisa Hunt. Location and details TBD. 

July: 

Date TBD – Annual Sunset Boat Cruise on Lake Erie 

 

August: 

17 – Annual Meeting & Summer Reception at Shoreby Club 5:30pm-7:30pm 

 

Rowing in the Tanks and on the Cuyahoga – March and April 2022    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/2de00424e1f88b64/ICWW%20Special%20Topic%20Forum%20Invitation%205.19.2022.pdf
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Teresa Metcalf Beasley, Rachel Talton, Ramona Hood, Carolyn Cheverine, 

Mattie Harris, Steffany Larkins, Sue Tyler 

Claire Scott Miller, Sue Tyler, Renee Richard, Helen Forbes Fields,  

CLE Urban Winery owner Destiny Burns, Margy Judd, Rita Brauneck, Geri Presti 
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Wicked Wednesday at Michael Angelo’s Winery 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wicked Wednesday at CLE Urban Winery 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


