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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
What an energizing and joy-filled season it has been for ICWW! Our 2025 Retreat was truly one
to remember. Under beautiful fall sunshine, members came together for a getaway that offered
both rejuvenation and connection. From the lively scavenger hunt and peaceful sound journey to
yoga, unique workshops, and the unforgettable evening of laughter with comedian Mike Polk Jr.,
the Retreat gave us all a chance to slow down, recharge, and enjoy one another’s company.

Highlights of the Retreat included a scavenger hunt, sound journey, hilarious evening
entertainment with comedian Mike Polk Jr., yoga, and activities that offered a nice respite to
connect and enjoy the moment. Thank you to Co-Chairs Shirley Stineman and Eliza Wing and
their committee: Annemarie Grassi Amefia, Carrie Carpenter, Carolyn Cheverine, Lisa
Codispoti, Marisa Darden, Kathryn Heidemann, Kate Hubben, Megan O’Bryan, Denise
Polverine, Jennifer Vergilii, Lorna Wisham. Huge thanks to our 2025 sponsors whose generous
support made this Retreat possible. 

My heartfelt thanks go to our outstanding Retreat Co-Chairs, Shirley Stineman and Eliza Wing, and to the entire
planning committee for creating such a memorable experience. A special thank-you as well to our 2025
sponsors, whose generous support made this Retreat possible. I also want to extend deep appreciation to
Lillian Kuri and the Cleveland Foundation for hosting the tour at the Midtown Collaboration Center and happy
hour at Black Frog Brewery. It was great that so many ICWW friends were able to enjoy time together in a
relaxed setting. And what a privilege it was to gather for a Fireside Chat with Federal Reserve Bank of
Cleveland President Beth Hammack, hosted at the Greater Cleveland Partnership. Her insights were
illuminating, Claire Scott Miller was an amazing moderator, and it was inspiring to see such strong participation
from our ICWW community. I would also like to recognize the ICWW women who have recently been honored for
their leadership, community impact, and professional accomplishments—including those named to this year’s
Who’s Who in Cleveland. Please see the Member News section for more details. As we look ahead, I’m excited
for the momentum these events have created. The energy, curiosity, and camaraderie within ICWW continue to
propel us forward—and there is so much more to come. Thank you for being part of this vibrant network of
women leaders.
Yours,

Yvette Ittu



1. The Tranquil Haven Loft

2. The NatureFusion Retreat
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RETREAT 2025

Scavenger Hunters Kelly Keefe,
Annemarie Amefia, Tania

Menesse

Scavenger Hunt WINNERS!

Shirley Stineman
getting ready to RIDE

Annemarie Amefia, Shirley Stineman,
Tania Menesse, Kelly Keefe

Michele Schrock, Megan Fellinger

Lisa Codispoti, Megan Fellinger, 
Fiona Chambers, Michele Schrock 

& their mystery man with the cool car

Paint & Sippers Margie Flynn, 
Elaine Price, Cheryl Wahl,

Sharon Van Zeeland

Kate Hubben, Lisa Codispoti

Rita Carroll, Heather Ettinger
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At the late night fire pit

RETREAT 2025

Anne Goodman, Annemarie Amefia,  
Kelly Keefe

Kate Hubben, Lisa Codispoti, Michele
Schrock, Fiona Chambers, Megan Fellinger

Hello Cheryl Wahl!

Scavenger Hunt Fun

Paint and Sip Masterpieces

Elaine Price, Cheryl Wahl, Sharon
Van Zeeland Margie Flynn and a

local Scavenger Hunt Victim

Kelly Keefe

Lisa Codispoti, Megan Fellinger, 
Michele Schrock, Fiona Chambers
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CLEVELAND FOUNDATION HAPPY HOUR - NOV 12

Back Row: Lisa Codispoti, Lee Ann Howard, Peggy Roberts, Margy
Judd, Felicia Williams, Kelly Keefe, Megan Fellinger, Joan Allgood,
Ginger Mlakar, Kristin Warzocha Front Row: Lillian Kuri, Rosanne

Potter, Sue Tyler, Teresa Metcalf Beasley, Beth McCreary

Lillian Kuri, Felicia Williams,
Joan Allgood

FIRESIDE CHAT WITH BETH HAMMACK - NOV 18 AT GCP

Back Row: Beth McCreary, Lisa Codispoti, Yvette Ittu, Mary Cierebiej, Allison Grealis, Felicia Williams, Kristin
Warzocha, Eliza Wing Front Row: Jean Robertson, Beth Hammack, Carrie Carpenter, Claire Scott Miller, India

Birdsong Terry, Kirsten Park, Kelley Keefe

Beth Hammack, Claire
Scott Miller

Kelly Keefe, Lisa
Codispoti, Eliza Wing

Beth Hammack, Claire
Scott Miller
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MEMBER NEWS
Teresa Metcalf Beasley, chair, Public Law Practice Group, McDonald Hopkins, and Micki Byrnes, chief
content officer, Adcom, received Cleveland Magazine’s 2025 “Community Leader of the Year” awards
Link Here

Jill Marcotte, partner & chief supply chain officer, Dealer Tire, was appointed to the advisory board of
Balon Corporation in August 2025. Balon is a family-owned, privately held company serving the oil and
gas industry, widely recognized for its high-performance, American-made valves manufactured in
Oklahoma City. The company is known for delivering exceptional quality that meets rigorous U.S.
industry standards. In addition to her role at Balon, Jill also serves on the boards of A. Stucki Company
and Ozinga Bros., Inc.

Geri Presti, president & CEO, The Music Settlement, was named Chair of the Cuyahoga Community
College Board of Trustees and also elected to a seat on the Tri-C Foundation Board. Link Here

Sonia Winner, president & CEO, The Cleveland Museum of Natural History, was recognized by Smart
Business Magazine as one of the region’s top leaders. Link Here

ICWW Members named Crain’s Cleveland Business “Who’s Who in Northeast Ohio”:
Marcia Ballinger, president, Lorain Community College
Laura Bloomberg, president, Cleveland State University
Kate Borders, president, University Circle Inc.
Michele Connell, global managing partner, Squire Patton Boggs
Beth Hammack, president & CEO, Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland
Kathryn Heidemann, president & CEO, Cleveland Institute of Art
Sharon Sobol Jordan, president & CEO, United Way of Cleveland
Lillian Kuri, president & CEO, The Cleveland Foundation
Tania Menesse, president & CEO, Cleveland Neighborhood Progress
India Birdsong Terry, CEO and general manager, Greater Cleveland RTA
Sonia Winner, president & CEO, Cleveland Museum of Natural History
Link Here

January

14
ICWW Night Out at Adrenaline Monkey
hosted by Denise Carkhuff
Details to come

February

12
Thirsty Thursday
hosted by Becky McMahon
Location TBD

UPCOMING EVENTS

         HAVE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING AND
HOLIDAY SEASON!

https://cletix.com/events/2025-business-hall-of-fame-and-community-leader-of-the-year-awards-11-13-2025
https://www.balon.com/
https://stucki.com/
https://ozinga.com/
https://www.tri-c.edu/administrative-departments/tri-c-board-of-trustees.html
https://sbnonline.com/article/2025-northeast-ohio-smart-50-awards-recognize-regions-top-leadership/
https://www.crainscleveland.com/data-center/whos-who-cleveland-business

