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ICWW UPDATE 
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS –  SEPTEMBER 2021                    

Message from the Chair 
 

I wish to thank you for this honor and privilege to chair In Counsel With Women. I follow Rita Brauneck, who has led our 

member organization with great insight and creativity. I appreciate her efforts and those of our committee chairs to 

keep our growing membership engaged with one another and engaged in our changing world. I look forward to 

working with each of you to strengthen our network of thoughtful, diverse women leaders. I hope to see you all in the 

coming months. 

Yours, 

Natalie Ronayne 

 

Annual Meeting & Summer Reception  

It was a beautiful night at Shoreby Club…and we were so grateful to be back together in person for the 
2021 Annual Meeting and Summer Reception. On Rita Brauneck’s last night as Chair, she reflected 0n the  
past two years and ICWW’s tremendous successes despite the challenges of the times. Here are a few 
important statistics: 

• Membership Totals – 88 founding members → now 179 

• Renewal History: Over the 2011-2020 ten years, an average of only 6 members did not renew (5 years = < 4 
did not renew, 3 years= between 5 and 9 members did not renew, 2 years = > 10 members did not renew, 
2021 = four did not renew) 

• New Members: ICWW has have invited 93 new members over the past 11 years; averaging 9/year 

• Membership Demographics 
1. Geography→ ~85% Ohio 
2. Self-declared Retirees → ~11%   
3. Industry  → 77% in the following top 8 

categories 
1. Consulting   
2. Non-profit   
3. Manufacturing   
4. Law   
5. Financial Services  
6. Health Care  
7. Education           
8. Insurance     

• Member Engagement:  33 in-home dinners; 275 
attendees; 465 participants in 15 Special Forums- 92 
opted-in for Board follow-up; 145 participants to Wicked 
Wednesday/Webs. 
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Rachel Talton, Teresa Metcalf Beasley 

Steffany Larkins, Cheryl Wahl, Laurie Deacon 

Debbie Berry, Michele Smolin 

ICWW UPDATE 
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Rita introduced incoming ICWW Chair Natalie Ronayne, who congratulated ICWW’s newest members, 
the class of 2021, and acknowledged the class of 2020 who were first introduced at our virtual annual 
meeting last year during Covid. Five Board Members completed their terms – many thanks to Micki 
Byrnes, Linda Kane, Megan O’Bryan, Elaine Price and Julia Sabin. Five new Board Members were 
elected to first terms:  Welcome to Elizabeth Newman, Carolyn Cheverine, Rachel Talton, Bethany 
Bryant and Mary Kim Elkins. Three committee chairs completed their terms – a sincere thank you to 
Fiona Chambers (outgoing Finance/Investment Chair), Inajo Davis Chappell (outgoing Membership 
Selection Chair), and Linda Kane (outgoing Membership Engagement Chair). We welcomed incoming 
committee chairs Joan Allgood (Finance/Investment Chair), Teresa Metcalf Beasley (Secretary and 
Membership Selection Chair), and Debbie Berry (Membership Engagement Chair) to the Executive 
Committee. Congratulations to all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sharon Van Zeeland, Rita Brauneck, Dorothy Baunach, Jessica McCoy 
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Lori Kalic, Ramona Hood, Felicia Williams Natalie Ronayne, Emily Drake, Karen Kleinhenz 

Brook Watts, Susan Fuehrer, Jill Dietrich 
Denise Reading, Margie Flynn, Sue Tyler 

Joan Allgood 

Members of the ICWW Class of 2021 and nominators 

Natalie Ronayne 
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Sue Fuehrer, Kristin Warzocha, Linda Bluso, Karen 

Melton, Ann Frangos, Jill Rizika, Debbie Berry, 

Francoise Adan, Yvette Ittu (front) 

Ann Harlan, Jill Dietrich, Laurie Deacon,  

Joan Allgood, Nan Cohen 
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Sunset Cruise 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ICWW Sunset Boat Cruise on July 28 was hosted by Cindy Schulz and Sherri Bishop, with their husbands 

Rick and Rich as captains. About 25 ladies joined in the annual tradition on Lake Erie! 

Summer In-Home Dinners 
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Lunch at the Lake: Barbara Bissett-Kitchen, 

Mary Ann Corrigan-Davis, Ann Frangos,  

Carol Latham, Nancy Rodeno,  

Karen Haefling, Linda Bluso 

Sue Tyler, Emily Drake, Rita Brauneck, Mary Kim Elkins, Lisa Hunt 

Lunch at E55th on the Lake Marina, Seated: Claire 

Scott Miller, Ann Frangos, Renee Richard, Lori Stevic-

Rust, Dorothy Baunach, Shirley Stineman, Teresa 

Metcalf Beasley, Debbie Plummer, Lee Ann Howard, 

Jill Dietrich. Standing: Rita Brauneck, Micki Byrnes, 

Carrie Carpenter, Linda Kane, Heather Ettinger 

ICWW UPDATE 
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Continued… 

 

 

 

 

Summer Lunches 
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Debbie Berry getting ready to kayak on the Cuyahoga! 
Sunset at Shoreby 
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Continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member News 

Annemarie Grassi Amefia is the new COO of PHASTAR Corporation as of August 9th 2021. Annemarie’s new 

email is: aamefia@phastar.org.   

Debbie Donley was honored by Crain’s New York Business as a 2021 Notable Woman Business Owner: 

https://www.crainsnewyork.com/awards/notable-women-business-owners-2021-debbie-donley 

Dee Haslam was awarded the DMSA Business Executive of the Year by SME Cleveland: 

https://www.smecleveland.com/dmsa/ 

Margy Judd will celebrate the Cleveland Bridge Builders’ 21st Birthday on September 29. She is a co-founder 

and member of the very first class of Cleveland Bridge Builders, a nonprofit leadership organization for junior 

executives similar to the Leadership Cleveland program: https://www.cleveleads.org/event/cbb-21st-

birthday/ 

April Miller Boise and Renee Richard were named Crain’s Cleveland Business “Notable General Counsels”: 

https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/crains-cleveland-business-2021-notable-general-counsels 

 

mailto:aamefia@phastar.org
https://www.crainsnewyork.com/awards/notable-women-business-owners-2021-debbie-donley
https://www.smecleveland.com/dmsa/
https://www.cleveleads.org/event/cbb-21st-birthday/
https://www.cleveleads.org/event/cbb-21st-birthday/
https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/crains-cleveland-business-2021-notable-general-counsels
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Upcoming EVENTS 
 

Fall In-Home Dinners 
October dates are currently being scheduled. Please watch your email soon to RSVP and join in! 

Wicked Wednesday (on a Thursday) 
October 28 – 5:30pm 

Michel Angelo’s – 5515 Broadview Road Richfield, 44286 

hosted by Carolyn Cheverine & Kelly Hancock 

Special Topic Forums 
The Membership Engagement Committee is in the planning stages for 2021-22 forums. We hope to 

announce topics and dates very soon. Stay tuned.   

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE for updates regarding ICWW members and events. www.incounselwithwomen.org  If you have information to share or 

feedback on this newsletter, please contact Beth McCreary at incounsel@gmail.com or 440.477.0633. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.incounselwithwomen.org/
https://d.docs.live.net/2de00424e1f88b64/incounsel@gmail.com

