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ICWW UPDATE 
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS –  DECEMBER 2021                    

Message from the Chair 
 

Dear fellow members, 

 As the holiday season is in full swing, I imagine you are all feeling grateful, as I am, for the return of gatherings and 

events this holiday season, among the many blessings we are fortunate to count. Many of us have borne great personal 

losses this year, and I hope you are able to find time during the bustle to renew and celebrate. I hope to see many of you 

at the holiday lunch on December 17, if you can make it.  

I hope you will take a few moments and read all the latest news about recent members’ achievements and honors, the 

bulk of the content for this month’s newsletter. Reminder that the membership selection committee will begin its work 

again in the new year with a call for nominations. Look for some modest tweaks the committee hopes to bring to the 

process this year, intended to optimize our potential to recruit and maintain the highest caliber of members.   

I want to thank each of the committee chairs, committee members, and board members for their thoughtfulness and 

energy toward the business of In Counsel with Women. It is fun serving with all of you. We are always looking for ways 

to engage our membership in these efforts, so please feel free to reach out to me if you are seeking a role on a 

committee or on the board, now or in the future. 

 With my personal wishes to you all for peaceful, healthy days ahead, 

Natalie  

 

Member News 

Francoise Adan has been recognized as a part of the University Hospitals 2021 Distinguished Physician Class: 

https://www.uhhospitals.org/alumni-association/awards-recognition/distinguished-physician-class 

Jodi Berg was recognized as a “CEO to Watch” by Family Business Magazine: 

https://www.familybusinessmagazine.com/family-business-ceos-watch-2021  

Debbie Berry and her Cleveland Metroparks colleagues received the 2021 “Best in Nation Outstanding 

Achievement Award” for Parks & Recreation Management: https://www.clevelandmetroparks.com/news-

press/2021/september-2021/cleveland-metroparks-named-best-in-nation-for-park 

Michele Connell was named global managing partner of Squire Patton Boggs’ US LLP: 

https://www.reuters.com/legal/legalindustry/squire-patton-boggs-taps-cleveland-leader-global-managing-partner-

role-2021-09-21/ 
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Continued… 

Emily Drake and Heather Ettinger have been recognized as Crain’s Cleveland Business “Notable Wealth 

Managers”: https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/crains-2021-notable-wealth-managers 

Heather Ettinger was honored as one of four recipients of the 2021 Change Maker Savvy Ladies Award. A 

champion for women and girls for over 30 years, Heather is widely recognized for her dedication to helping 

women build their financial acumen and philanthropic legacy, culminating in the founding of Luma Wealth 

Advisors in 2017: https://www.savvyladies.org/annual-gala/honorees/ 

Inajo Davis Chappell, Helen Forbes Fields, Renee Richard and Peggy Roberts were named 2021 Smart 

Business Magazine “Progressive Women” honorees at the annual breakfast and panel, and Dr. Rachel Talton 

was a Progressive Entrepreneur honoree. Two of the four panelists included Amy Brady and Dee Haslam: 

https://www.sbnonline.com/article/meet-the-2021-smart-women-award-honorees/ 

Kelly Hancock has been recognized by Women We Admire as one of the “Top 100 Women Leaders in 

Medicine of 2021”: 

https://www.prweb.com/releases/the_top_100_women_leaders_in_medicine_of_2021/prweb18360011.htm 

Ramona Hood was the Keynote Speaker at the NAACP Akron Freedom Fund Luncheon on October 31st.  

Gena Lovett earned her Ph.D. (six months early!) when she successfully defended her dissertation: A 

Grounded Theory Qualitative Study: “ Positive C-Suite Behavior and its Flourishing Organizational 

Culture Impact”. Congratulations, Dr. Lovett! 

Sondra Miller, Rosanne Potter and Renee Richard have been named YWCA 2022 Women of Achievement: 

https://www.ywcaofcleveland.org/empower-women/women-of-achievement/ 

Margaret Mitchell has been named CEO of YWCA USA:  https://www.cleveland.com/news/2021/10/ywca-

greater-cleveland-president-and-ceo-margaret-mitchell-chosen-to-lead-national-ywca.html 

Renee Richard chaired of the Freedom Fund dinner committee for the NAACP on December 5th. Renee was 

honored for her efforts for chairing that event several years in a row: https://clevelandnaacp.org/freedom-

fund-dinner-2021/ 

Sue Tyler has been named a 2021 “Director to Watch” by Private Company Director Magazine. 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6850909306175447040/ 

 

 

https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/crains-2021-notable-wealth-managers
https://www.savvyladies.org/annual-gala/honorees/
https://www.prweb.com/releases/the_top_100_women_leaders_in_medicine_of_2021/prweb18360011.htm
https://www.ywcaofcleveland.org/empower-women/women-of-achievement/
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2021/10/ywca-greater-cleveland-president-and-ceo-margaret-mitchell-chosen-to-lead-national-ywca.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2021/10/ywca-greater-cleveland-president-and-ceo-margaret-mitchell-chosen-to-lead-national-ywca.html
https://clevelandnaacp.org/freedom-fund-dinner-2021/
https://clevelandnaacp.org/freedom-fund-dinner-2021/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6850909306175447040/


3 
 Ramona Hood, Elaine Price, Rachel Talton, Megan O’Bryan, Diane 

Davie, Linda Bluso, Lorna Wisham, Helen Forbes Fields, Jodi Berg 

Front: Heidi Gartland, Kim Riley, Sharon Van 

Zeeland, Cheryl Wahl Back: Jill Dietrich, Rachel 

Talton, Francoise Adan, Bethany Bryant 

Helen Forbes Fields , Ramona Hood, Diane Davie, Linda Bluso,  

Rachel Talton, Lorna Wisham, Elaine Price, Megan O’Bryan 
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October In-Home Dinners 
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Upcoming Events 

Holiday Lunch is December 17– Join the Fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Topic Forums 

We can’t wait for the return of our popular Special Topic Forums in 2022. Look for a mix of virtual and in-

person events (firm dates and details are coming soon), including: 

January – Perspectives from Cleveland’s incoming Mayoral transition team  

March – “The Great Resignation” panel discussion 

May – “So You Want To Write A Book?” Panel discussion on the process of writing for publication 
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Wicked Wednesdays 

HOSTS NEEDED! Wicked Wednesday dates for 2022: 

January 26 

February 23 

March 30 

April 27 

May 25 

In-Home Dinners 

Look for In-Home Dinners in 2022 in January/February, April, June and July/August. Anyone who wishes to 

reserve a hosting spot early is welcome to contact Beth McCreary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


