
1 
 

ICWW UPDATE 
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS –  OCTOBER 2019                    

Message from the Chair 
 
Ah ... the Retreat! Indeed it was. Members who attended were treated to 24-hours of Rejuvenation … a 
potpourri of healthy, hearty, and healing activities. And to no surprise, all of the sessions were led by ICWW’s 
very own gallant talent! From mindfulness (Francoise Adan) to empathy (Jackie Acho), singing 
(choreographed by Kim Bixenstine & Geri Presti) to foot-stompin’ dancing (Connie Clore), from hiking (Elaine 
Price) to yoga (Carey Jaros & Megan O’Bryan) and back to zip-lining (Debbie Berry), healthy guts (Jodi Berg) 
to fireside chats with smores (and more); Rachel Talton wrapped up with a closing ceremony.  A sincere 
thank-you to Co-Chairs Elaine Price and Julia Sabin, and each Committee member: Debbie Berry, Ann Harlan, 
Mattie Harris, Linda Kane, Sondra Miller, Cindy Steeb, Rachel Talton and Beth McCreary for their labor of 
love.  It was a treat!!  A shout out to our Sponsors, The J.M. Smucker Company, Medical Mutual, Beck 
Aluminum, Ulmer & Berne, Calfee ,Deloitte, Margaret Wong & Associates and Margie Flynn  as well. 

 
Another shout out to Jill Marcotte, for generously hosting a New Members Lunch for the Class of 2019.  It was 
a delight to be joined by newest members Bethany Bryant, Mary Kim Elkins, Helen Forbes-Fields, Sondra 
Miller, and Karyn Sullivan. There were stories, a bit of wisdom, and a surprise appearance by the darling 
newborn Maxwell Yao Amefia, chauffeured by his (and ICWW’s newest) mom, Annemarie Grassi. 

Conversations about “Connections That Matter AND Make a Difference” are underway. If you haven't already 
done so, I invite you again to send an email or give a call. Two questions to answer: “what you care about and 
how this could make a difference.” With every response already received, and those yet to come, there is an 
opportunity to shape the future of ICWW.   

My favorite holiday – Thanksgiving – is just around the corner.  There is much for which I am grateful, 
including so many ICWW friendships. I hope it’s the same for each of you. Enjoy! 

Rita 

 

Upcoming Events 
October 30 – Wicked Wednesday – at Burntwood Tavern in Rocky River, hosted by Fiona 

Chambers & Lisa Kunkle 

November 20 – Wicked Wednesday at Adrenaline Monkey, hosted by Denise Carkhuff 

(note: this is a week early due to Thanksgiving the following week) 

February 25, 2020 - WINTER RECEPTION at the TECH HIVE hosted by Dorothy Baunach  
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Member News 
Jackie Acho  will be featured at the 2019 University Circle Inc Annual Meeting: 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1102195667035&ca=3d3219a0-32cb-4e48-964f-2431e6a5eeeb 

Carmella Calta  has retired from Staffing Solutions, where she was Founder and CEO, enjoying a 45-year 

tenure: https://d.docs.live.net/2de00424e1f88b64/Carnella%20Calta%20Retirement%202019.pdf  

Annemarie Grassi has a new baby! Congratulations and welcome to the world, Maxwell Yao Amefia. 

Annemarie writes, “Maxwell was born on September 5th, 2019, weighing in at 7lbs and 20 inches long.  He 

arrived a bit early unexpectedly and the story of the birth is best told over a dinner with booze, but after 50 

hours of induced labor and an emergency c-section, he came screaming into this world and has forever 

changed our lives!  The emotions are crazy intense and I never knew how much you could love something.  It 

is all so amazing and all so wonderful!  I am attaching a few pics below. Can’t wait for you all to meet him:)” 

 

Linda Kane received the George B. Davis alumni award from CSY for service to the University on October 4: 
https://www.csualumni.com/events-travel/events/daa-2019/ 
 

Sondra Miller of the Cleveland Rape Crisis Center was recently featured in FreshWater Cleveland: 

https://www.freshwatercleveland.com/features/rape101019.aspx?utm_source=Emma&utm_medium=Email

&utm_term=Cleveland+Rape+Crisis+Center+responds+to+need+with+new+office+in+Shaker+Square&utm_

content=Custom+Email&utm_campaign=Fairfax+looks+to+future%2c+Amazon+doubles+down+in+Euclid%

2c+and+more 

Cindy Stull will be speaking at the Cleveland Rising Summit, based on her past work with Dr. David 

Cooperrider from Case Western Reserve University and having led multiple Appreciative Inquiry Summits at 

Roadway Express, the U.S. Navy, and Dealer Tire.  Her focus will be to share the power of the AI Summit and 

how it’s not just a good conversation, but a way to mobilize action. CLEVELAND RISING is about our 

collective vision of the future.  A shared vision is not an idea, it is rather, a force in people’s hearts.  At its 

simplest level, a shared vision is the answer to the question, “What do we want to create – together?”  The 

Summit task is: “Accelerating Economic Growth, Equity and Opportunity.” 

https://www.clerisingsummit.com/ 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1102195667035&ca=3d3219a0-32cb-4e48-964f-2431e6a5eeeb
https://d.docs.live.net/2de00424e1f88b64/Carnella%20Calta%20Retirement%202019.pdf
https://www.csualumni.com/events-travel/events/daa-2019/
https://www.freshwatercleveland.com/features/rape101019.aspx?utm_source=Emma&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Cleveland+Rape+Crisis+Center+responds+to+need+with+new+office+in+Shaker+Square&utm_content=Custom+Email&utm_campaign=Fairfax+looks+to+future%2c+Amazon+doubles+down+in+Euclid%2c+and+more
https://www.freshwatercleveland.com/features/rape101019.aspx?utm_source=Emma&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Cleveland+Rape+Crisis+Center+responds+to+need+with+new+office+in+Shaker+Square&utm_content=Custom+Email&utm_campaign=Fairfax+looks+to+future%2c+Amazon+doubles+down+in+Euclid%2c+and+more
https://www.freshwatercleveland.com/features/rape101019.aspx?utm_source=Emma&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Cleveland+Rape+Crisis+Center+responds+to+need+with+new+office+in+Shaker+Square&utm_content=Custom+Email&utm_campaign=Fairfax+looks+to+future%2c+Amazon+doubles+down+in+Euclid%2c+and+more
https://www.freshwatercleveland.com/features/rape101019.aspx?utm_source=Emma&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Cleveland+Rape+Crisis+Center+responds+to+need+with+new+office+in+Shaker+Square&utm_content=Custom+Email&utm_campaign=Fairfax+looks+to+future%2c+Amazon+doubles+down+in+Euclid%2c+and+more
https://www.clerisingsummit.com/
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Margie Flynn 

Thank you to our generous Retreat Sponsors 
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