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ICWW UPDATE 
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS –  AUGUST 2019                    

 
Message from the Chair 
 
 
My first order of business is a heartfelt thank-you to Jean Robertson. Since her debut as Chair two years ago, 
Jean has worked tirelessly for ICWW. With gratitude and appreciation, we are the beneficiary of her 
leadership. THANK YOU, JEAN!  
 
Next, a warm welcome to each of our nine new members: Bethany Bryant, Christine DeVinne, Mary Kim 
Elkins, Helen Forbes-Fields, Sondra Miller, Erika Rudin-Luria, Karyn Sullivan, Victoria Varley, and Gina 
Vernaci. And, cheers to ICWW’s four new Board Members: Debbie Berry, Kathy Golovan, Yvette Ittu and 
Kristin Warzocha. And, thank you to the members who have just completed their terms on the Board – we 
appreciate your dedication and service to In Counsel With Women: Caprice Bragg, Diane Downing, Sari 
Feldman and Margaret Mitchell. 
 
I’d like to take a moment to look forward. “Connections that Matter” is behind virtually all we do – from 
inviting new members to in-home dinners, Wicked Wednesdays, retreats, and our soon-to-be new website. 
Everything we do, and are, underscores the importance and value of connections. 

As noted during my Summer Reception comments, and now here in my first newsletter as Chair, I make this 
commitment to every member. Call it my aspiration, my vision, my promise. I commit to keeping these three 
words center stage – Connections That Matter – while adding four more to help us author our future: 
Connections that Matter AND Make a Difference.  At the Summer Reception, we started the conversation 
about making a difference through something you care deeply about, something personally or professionally 
important to you. With help from members of the Membership Engagement Committee (formerly known as 
Connections), we collected postcards with members’ personal answers to that question. If you weren’t able to 
attend, we ask for an email or a call from you with your idea on how you are (or are wanting) to make a 
difference … you will in reality, be doing just that!  With every response, there is an opportunity to shape the 
future of ICWW.   

Thanks for your ideas, your promises made, and those yet to come.  Already, Megan O’Bryan and her 
Committee have started work on how to help bring these ideas for connecting, engaging and making a 
difference to life.   

I am honored and humbled to serve as the Chair of an amazing organization full of amazing women. Thanks 
for the opportunity. 
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Member News 
Jackie Acho has written a book entitled  Empathy Deficit Disorder: Healing from Our Mix-Ups about Work, 

Home, and Sex By Jacqueline Acho, PhD, and Eva Basilion, MS Buy it on Amazon now!  Jackie was also named 

to the Hyperion Materials and Technologies Board of Directors: https://www.prnewswire.com/news-

releases/hyperion-materials--technologies-announces-the-election-of-jacqueline-acho-phd-to-the-board-of-

directors-300868009.html 

Francoise Adan and Jill Rizika were honored as Crain’s Cleveland Business “Women of Note” in July: 

https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/women-note-2019 

Inajo Davis Chappell was named one of Savoy Magazine’s “Most Influential Women in Corporate America”:   

https://www.ulmer.com/diversity/inajo-davis-chappell-named-one-of-savoy-magazines-most-influential-

women-in-corporate-america/ 

Mary Ann Corrigan-Davis announced her retirement from Saint Joseph Academy, to take place at the end of 

this school year: https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2019/08/saint-joseph-academy-president-mary-ann-

corrigan-davis-to-retire.html Mary Ann was also honored as one of Crain’s Cleveland Business “Notable 

Women in Education” in June: https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/notable-women-education-2019 

Heather Ettinger has been named to the Investment News 2019 “Icons and Innovators” list: 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/hightowers-heather-ettinger-named-to-investmentnews-2019-

icons--innovators-list-300791700.html. Heather was also honored with the Women’s Vote Project “Ruth 

Bader Ginsberg” Award for advancing the aspirations of women, in June: https://www.laurelschool.org/news-

detail?pk=1029190 

Sari Feldman retired from the Cuyahoga County Public Libraries in July: 

https://www.cleveland.com/news/2019/03/sari-feldman-to-retire-as-cuyahoga-county-public-library-

executive-director.html 

Helen Forbes-Fields, Natalie Leek-Nelson and Erika Rudin-Luria were named Crain’s Cleveland Business 

“Notable Women in Non-Profits”: https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/notable-women-nonprofits-2019 

Jill Marcotte was named Chairman of the Board of Simple Tire: https://www.awesomeleaders.org/jill-

marcotte-takes-and-talks-about-path-to-the-boardroom/.  Jill was also recently a member of the panel “Paths 

to the Boardroom” at the 2019 Women for Economic and Leadership Development (WELD) Leadership 

Conference in hosted at the Otterbein College in Westerville, OH.  In addition, Jill will be speaking at the 

upcoming CSCMP Edge conference in September on the panel "Attracting and Retaining Distribution Center 

Talent: How Dealer Tire Created Their Own Roadmap". Jill will also be featured in the ASCM SCM Now July – 

September 2019 issue in the Insights from Inspirational Women in Supply Chain article.   

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1732436401
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/hyperion-materials--technologies-announces-the-election-of-jacqueline-acho-phd-to-the-board-of-directors-300868009.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/hyperion-materials--technologies-announces-the-election-of-jacqueline-acho-phd-to-the-board-of-directors-300868009.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/hyperion-materials--technologies-announces-the-election-of-jacqueline-acho-phd-to-the-board-of-directors-300868009.html
https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/women-note-2019
https://www.ulmer.com/diversity/inajo-davis-chappell-named-one-of-savoy-magazines-most-influential-women-in-corporate-america/
https://www.ulmer.com/diversity/inajo-davis-chappell-named-one-of-savoy-magazines-most-influential-women-in-corporate-america/
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2019/08/saint-joseph-academy-president-mary-ann-corrigan-davis-to-retire.html
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2019/08/saint-joseph-academy-president-mary-ann-corrigan-davis-to-retire.html
https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/notable-women-education-2019
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/hightowers-heather-ettinger-named-to-investmentnews-2019-icons--innovators-list-300791700.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/hightowers-heather-ettinger-named-to-investmentnews-2019-icons--innovators-list-300791700.html
https://www.laurelschool.org/news-detail?pk=1029190
https://www.laurelschool.org/news-detail?pk=1029190
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2019/03/sari-feldman-to-retire-as-cuyahoga-county-public-library-executive-director.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2019/03/sari-feldman-to-retire-as-cuyahoga-county-public-library-executive-director.html
https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/notable-women-nonprofits-2019
https://www.awesomeleaders.org/jill-marcotte-takes-and-talks-about-path-to-the-boardroom/
https://www.awesomeleaders.org/jill-marcotte-takes-and-talks-about-path-to-the-boardroom/
https://www.weldusa.org/
https://cscmpedge.org/ehome/344812/2019Anaheim/
https://cscmpedge.org/ehome/344812/sessionsearch/
https://cscmpedge.org/ehome/344812/sessionsearch/
ASCM
https://lsc-pagepro.mydigitalpublication.com/publication/?i=599125&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWmpJek0yVmhNMk5pWXpjeiIsInQiOiJYRmU5b3VBMWNnS0VLWUNBdEtYcnhEM2VkK3c1VzluTEROODhiVzJnNlI0XC9wbW5kbXdlSUpyRXF6aHVWZ2o4eXkzTGhNVFJCMVI1YXJsV3A4RmhVaXFjSWlyWmNkdlFyUTZ3NWdyUXJObTZVRUNYQ2JYZmcwV0QwaGdxNUUwazIifQ%3D%3D#{"issue_id":599125,"page":42}
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Member News continued… 

 

Nan Zieleniec was recently interviewed by the Ohio Society of CPAs on the subject of how finance 

professionals can prepare themselves for oversight of the HR function: 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/how-cfos-can-excel-at-hr/id1377649472?i=1000445221338   

Janet Miller recently retired from her position at University Hospitals. She sends thanks to her ICWW friends: 

Dear Friends, 

  

I am so honored and humbled by the outpouring of love and support as I retired from 

my position at UH.  There are not enough words, or the right words, to express all the gratitude 

that I feel. I am equally thrilled that the women leaders of ICWW received recognition - and 

that you cheered the recognition! 

  

Life is a such great adventure and my journey has been blessed to have you as wise, 

witty and inspirational travel companions. Thank you for sharing my journey, for the gift 

of your presence in my life and everything else you have done to make it even more 

meaningful.  I realize that I have received much more than I have given, and I am most 

grateful. I hope that I can give back to the community to thank you for your support of me. 

 
I have been trying to write personal letters of appreciate and, besides falling behind, I 

doubt I will ever know all you did for the event or the endowments. I apologize in advance if I 

fail to mention a specific item or support.  Please know that I am honored and grateful for all 

you have done for, and given to, me over the years and especially this year. 

  

I wish you all the best on your journey and your dreams.  As I go to my journey towards 

my next million dreams, I hope to see you along the path.   

 

With deepest gratitude, 

Janet Miller 

 

 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/how-cfos-can-excel-at-hr/id1377649472?i=1000445221338
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ICWW Retreat 
There is still time to register for the Retreat, September 25-26 at The Lodge at Geneva-

on-the-Lake. Check out the all-star line-up and sign up online (hotel block deadline has 

been extended)!  
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Mozelle Jackson, Jean Robertson, Emily Drake 
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 Annual Meeting & Summer Reception – August 14 2019  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peggy Roberts, Robin Davenport 

 

 

 

Some of ICWW’s new members: Bethany Bryant, Gina Vernaci, 

Karyn Sullivan, Christine DeVinne, Sondra Miller, Mary Kim 

Elkins 

 

 

 

Billie Rawot, Sondra Miller, Bethany Bryant 
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Wicked Wednesday and Upcoming Events Schedule 

August 28 – The Cleveland Yachting Club – 5:30 pm, Hosted by Donna Rae Smith, Sue Fuehrer, Laurie 

Laidlaw Deacon & Joan Allgood 

September 25 – NO Wicked Wednesday due to ICWW RETREAT 

October 30 – HOSTS NEEDED!*  

November 27 – HOSTS NEEDED!* 

February 2020 (specific date TBD) – Winter Reception, hosted by Dorothy Baunach – more details to 

come!! 

*Email Beth McCreary if you are interested in hosting. 

 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE for updates regarding ICWW members and events. www.incounselwithwomen.org  If you have information to share or 

feedback on this newsletter, please contact Beth McCreary at incounsel@gmail.com or 440.477.0633. 

 

http://www.incounselwithwomen.org/

